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One For All 


In the penultimate episodes of 
the "Star Trek: Enterprise" 
television series, Starfleet and the 
crew of the 22nd-century starship 
Enterprise contend with an 
organized group of terrorists who 
demand the expulsion of all non- 
human species from Earth under 
threat of civil war. 

At one point, 
Commander "Trip" 
Tucker, chief engineer 
aboard the Enterprise, 
is taken hostage by the 
terrorists, along with 
the Vulcan science 
officer T'Pol and the 
child cloned from their 
cells. While captive, 
Tucker confronts the 
leader of the group, a 
man named John 
Frederick Paxton. 


TUCKER: You're 
behind this. 

PAXTON: Behind this? 
No. I lead this, and 
proudly too. Before 
you ask, your child is 
safe and sound, finally 
sleeping through the 
night. I forgot how 
much trouble a 
newborn can be. 
TUCKER: I want to 
see her. 

PAXTON: No. And no 
is a word that Starfleet 
better get used to hearing from now 
on. Because up until today, it's 
always been yes, hasn't it? Yes, yes, 
go right ahead. roam the stars. Yes, 
inform potentially hostile species 
of the whereabouts of Earth. Yes, 
entrust the entire future of our 
world to non-human creatures who 
don't even feel like we do. Yes, 
promote the total degradation of 
mankind by encouraging alien- 
human relations. Well, yes is a 
word that ends here and now. 

I'm returning Earth to its rightful 
owners. I am giving Earth back to 
humanity, back to human beings. 


While manifestations of 
xenophobia (from the ancient 
Greek word "xenos" meaning 
"stranger" or "alien") may not seem 
so far-fetched for a science-fiction 
show such as "Star Trek," it is also 
not unusual to observe such 
paranoia, suspicion, distrust, 
circumspection, even animosity in 
real life. 

There are those who might be 
inclined to rely on Biblical text to 
justify injunctions against intermin- 
gling or integration between 
cultures and ethnic populations. 
After all, some might assert, in the 
Old Testament the Israelites were 
specifically directed to avoid 
intermarriage with the regional 
inhabitants of the land (Exodus 
34:12-16, Deuteronomy 7:3-4, 
Joshua 23:12-13). 

Additionally, there are instances 
prior to the exodus and following 
the establishment of the kingdom 
of Israel where it might appear that 


God was mandating a kind of 
segregation (Genesis 24:3, 37, 
Genesis 28:1, 6-9, 1 Kings 11:2, 
Ezra 9:12-14). 

Despite that, anyone who is 
counting on a legitimately Biblical 
basis for any pretext for apartheid 
will be sorely disappointed. All 
those aforementioned references in 

— 4 the Old Testament 
exhibit, as their 
context and moti- 
vation, a desire 
and intention to 
maintain spiritual 
fidelity with 
regard to 
commitment to 
faith in God alone 
— the I AM of 
Mosaic revelation 
— as opposed to 
the prevalent 


idolatry and paganism. 

While one could certainly distort 
Scripture to rationalize just about 
anything, nowhere in the text can 
one identify any indication that 
God considers any particular 
people or culture superior, or 
inferior, to any other. At no time 
does God ever decree a doctrine of 
segregation, prejudice, or inequity 
based on differentiation or 
distinction of ethnic identity. 

God's concern for the integrity 
of faith comes further into focus in 
the New Testament, with verses 
such as 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, 
where the apostle Paul describes 
the lack of harmony on spiritual 
matters between believers and 
unbelievers. Keep in mind this is 
the same apostle who wrote about 
there being no distinction regarding 
ethnicity, gender, or social class 
insofar as unity in Christ is con- 
cerned (Galatians 3:28). 

Indeed, it has been God's desire 
from the beginning to impart his 
grace and blessings to all peoples 
of all nations (Genesis 12:1-3, 

1 Kings 8:60, Isaiah 56:7, Matthew 
28:19, 2 Peter 3:9, Revelation 7:9). 

The Bible is clear on the 
imperative of generosity and 
kindness to all, even to those we 
may perceive as alien or outside 
our conventional expectations. 
There is no shortage of scripture 
which enjoins us to refrain from 
unfair treatment of foreigners in 
our land and to extend impartiality 
and justice to everyone, including 
those originating from outside our 
geographical and cultural borders 


(Exodus 22:21, Leviticus 19:33-34, 
Deuteronomy 23:7, Deuteronomy 
24:14, Jeremiah 22:3). 

Such passages serve to establish 
a premise of sympathy, courtesy, 
and goodwill, while also reinforc- 
ing the notion of equal treatment 
under the law (Exodus 12:49, 
Leviticus 24:22, Numbers 15:16), 
which was likely a peculiar notion 
in ancient times. The Biblical 
passages referenced here were 
somewhat revolutionary in that 
they affirmed, in contrast to other 
societies of the day, the inherent 
dignity and value of foreign 
sojourners equal to resident 
inhabitants, emphasizing consistent 
application and adherence to legal 
obligations and expectations. 

Ultimately, this indicates that 
those who wish to benefit from a 
society’s prosperity or blessings 
should be expected to abide by and 
satisfy the same legal requirements 
as anyone in that society. This 
would amount to equal treatment in 
the most practical manner — to 
paraphrase Scripture, “one law for 
all.” 

While there may be those who 
would feel morally or spiritually 
justified and superior in defying 
what they consider "questionable" 
laws regarding immigration and 
naturalization, a cautionary counsel 
would be to be mindful of one's 
own motivations. Consider whether 
one might end up exploiting or 
abusing one’s fellow citizens and 
fellow believers merely to advance 
a particular social or political 
agenda under the pretense of 
presumed compassion or tolerance. 

We are indeed called to love 
those who may be foreign-born, as 
much as we are called to love any 
and all; this is clearly an aspect of 
God's righteousness that we should 
strive to manifest. It may also be 
useful to contemplate the principle 
of submitting to governing 
authorities (Romans 13:1-7) as 
another kind of signification that 
our citizenship in heaven enables 
us to be the most ideal and honor- 
able citizens of any earthly realm. 

Insofar that any directive from 
any given earthly authority does 
not contravene our ultimate alle- 
giance to Jesus himself, we can 
humbly offer, as the apostle Paul 
says, what is due: "tax to whom tax 
is due; custom to whom custom; 
respect to whom respect; honor to 
whom honor." 

We have all been foreigners and 
aliens in relation to God's kingdom. 
Thankfully, we are also beneficiaries 
of the same love and grace that he 
desires for us to demonstrate to 
everyone, including those who may 
not yet be fellow citizens of our 
community of accord. God, in his 
infinite sense of holiness and 
justice, provided one source of 
redemption for all: Jesus. May we 
discover myriad ways to express 
that equal treatment through this 
gospel of one-for-all. 


Miami-Dade County announces 
second annual heat season 


Miami-Dade County 
Mayor Daniella Levine 
Cava, alongside Miami- 
Dade County Commis- 
sion Chairman Oliver 
Gilbert, Chief Heat Offer 
Jane Gilbert, Department 
of Emergency Manage- 
ment Deputy Director 
Jesse Spearo, and Na- 
tional Weather Service 
representative Robert 
Molleda, announced the 
official launch of the 
County’s second annual 
“Heat Season,” which 
begins on May 1 and 
goes through October 31, 
coinciding with the 
annual hurricane season. 

“Miami-Dade County 
is the first community in 
the world to establish an 
official Heat Season,” 
said Miami-Dade Mayor 
Daniella Levine Cava. 
“This initiative is critical 
to help us prepare and 
protect people, particu- 
larly the most vulnerable, 
from the threat of this 
‘silent killer.’ If we 


combine all climate- 
related deaths, heat takes 
the largest toll, and most 
of those dying are from 
our most vulnerable and 
low-income communities. 
I encourage other 
communities to undertake 
bold, integrated initia- 
tives like this one to help 
us meet the challenge of 
extreme heat, as we work 
to share solutions and 
save lives.” 

While Miami-Dade 
County is known inter- 
nationally for its vulner- 
ability to hurricanes and 
flooding, extreme heat 
causes more deaths and 
has a greater annual 
economic impact than 
any other climate or 
weather-related disaster. 
Each year, this silent 
killer kills approximately 
34 people in Miami-Dade 
County. It also creates 
economic losses 
estimated at $10 billion 
annually primarily from 
lost worker productivity. 
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Due to climate change 
and urban development 
patterns creating longer 
and hotter summers, heat- 
related illnesses and the 
economic burdens 
associated with heat are 
on the rise. 

“We call on all of you 
to join in to #KeepCool- 
Miami-Dade.” said Jane 
Gilbert, Chief Heat 
Officer. “First by taking 
care of yourselves. Bring 
a water bottle with you 
wherever you go, think 
about your day and those 
of your family members 
who might be most at risk 
and make sure they are 
protected from the direct 
sun and heat and are able 
to take a break from the 
heat when they need to.” 

The establishment of 
Heat Season is a key 
action in the County’s 
recently released Extreme 
Heat Action Plan which 
seeks to inform, prepare 
and protect people in 
Miami-Dade from the 
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dangers of extreme heat. 
The county is working to 
implement many of the 
actions in the plan such 
as retrofitting virtually all 
public housing units with 
efficient air conditioning 
and working to expand 
the tree canopy cover, 
currently at 20%, to a 
goal of 30% by 2030. 

A comprehensive 
public information 
campaign will coincide 
with the Heat Season to 
help educate people on 
what they can do to 
protect themselves and 
prepare their homes for 
extreme heat. PSAs will 
be delivered through 
radio, tv, social media 
and outdoor ads in 
multiple languages with 
an emphasis on areas of 
highest vulnerability. 

Also furthering the 
goals of the Extreme Heat 
Action Plan, Robert 
Molleda, Warning Co- 
ordination Meteorologist 
for the Miami/South 
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CANES from 1B 

game it was 4-4 after six. 
With bases loaded and 
one out in the Miami 7th, 
Dorian Gonzalez was 
called on to pinch hit and 
he delivered a sacrifice 
fly to center and the 
Canes took a 5-4 lead into 
the bottom of the frame. 

Walters rarely is called 
upon before the eighth 
inning but this was a must 
win situation and with 
one on and one out in 
the seventh he came on 
and struck out the next 
two batters. 

In the eighth it was a 
1-2-3 fly out, strikeout 
and fly out. 

It was still 5-4 and 
Walt was back out for the 
9th. A fly out was 
followed by a strikeout. 
A single up the middle 


UMAthletics 


next was all Pitt was 
getting as Walt forced a 
soft infield pop up to 
secure the game, the 
series and any chances 
Miami has of possibly 
advancing to the College 
World Series in Omaha. 

The Duke series 
opened Thursday night. 
Friday, May 19th, is a 
7:00 pm game. 


Saturday, May 20th is 
Fan Appreciation Day! 
Tickets for Saturday’s 
1 pm game are $1.00. 
Only one dollar! 
Admission Saturday - 
$1.00 - One Dollar!! 
Bring your family, 
friends, acquaintances. 
It’s only -$1- one dollar. 


Be safe and be well all. 
Go Canes! 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 | 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 
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Florida Forecast Office 
of the National Weather 
Service (NWS), a 
division of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), 
announced that the NWS 
will pilot a change in heat 
advisory and warning 
thresholds based on 
recent health data and 
temperature data. 

Starting this Heat 
Season, the NWS will 
issue heat advisories 
when it is projected to 
reach a heat index of 
105°F for two or more 
hours and a heat warning 
when it is projected to 
reach a heat index of 
110°F for two or more 
hours. These thresholds 
are lower than the historic 
thresholds of a heat index 
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of 108°F and 113°F 
respectively. This pilot 
project is being imple- 
mented in partnership 
with Miami-Dade County 
which will also include 
enhanced messaging/ 
communication of daily 
heat hazards via social 
media, as well as special- 
ized briefings to emer- 
gency managers when the 
heat index is forecast to 
reach orange levels on the 
Hazardous Weather 
Outlook (HI of 103°F or 
greater). This project will 
be evaluated at the end of 
the Heat Season to 
determine feasibility to 
continue in 2024 and 
beyond, and perhaps 
include all of South 
Florida. 
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